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Pastor’s Pondering 

Sermon Schedule 

Children/Youth 

Calendar 

Nurse Notes 

Missions 

Missions 

Finance/Ann, Conf. 

Birthday/Anniversary 

This ‘n’ That 

 

Oct. 4“Reap and Sow” 

Matthew 21: 33-46 

Pastor Ian 

 

Oct. 11, “”Weeping, 

Gnashing, Denial” 

Matthew 22: 1-14 

Pastor Ian 

 

Oct. 18, “The Unseen That 

Endures” 

Matthew 22: 15-22 

Pastor Ian 

Mission Sunday, Community 

Homeworks 

 

Oct. 25, “”Reformation” 

Matthew 22: 34-46 

Pastor Ian 

 

 

 

  

 

The Peace of Christ Be with You All, 

 Hello again, everyone! Our time apart comes to an end and I look 
forward to resuming the sacred work of pastoral ministry here at GLUMC. 
Jessica & I have savored every moment of our time with Eliza Grace, and Amy 
& Pippin continue to adjust well to having a little sister. 

 My return comes at a delicate and divisive time for our church and our 
nation, one in which it is increasingly difficult to be a faithful disciple of Christ 
without acknowledging the many wounds that threaten to tear us apart, from the 
pressures of a consequential presidential election, to the ongoing challenges of 
fighting COVID-19, to the devastating wildfires that herald our changed climate, 
to the loss of a truly gigantic figure in our justice system and the tragic 
politicizing of her death. 

 The truth is that all of these issues are at stake on election day, and we 
should not pretend otherwise. Our interpretation of the Gospel and our 
participation in politics are, and have always been, connected. We are called by 
the life and ministry of Jesus to work faithfully for the betterment of our world, to 
seek and do justice, to love kindness, and to practice compassion to the 
political, ethnic, religious, and cultural other. 

 As your pastor, I will make each of you a promise never to openly 
endorse or criticize any political party or political candidate from the pulpit. I 
believe this to be an abuse of that pulpit and a betrayal of my pastoral vow. 
Instead, I promise you that I will always faithfully preach my interpretation of the 
Gospel of Christ, knowing that at times we will disagree on political matters 
based on our interpretations of that Gospel. That is, actually, why we are here. 

 Our sacred calling is to discern the challenges of ministry together and 
to meet the world where it is in solidarity with the grace and love of Christ. If at 
any point you do not know what I believe about the Gospel, or I do not know 
what you believe, then we have failed in our calling and we can no longer do the 
work of ministry together. 

 So please be engaged in the current affairs of the world rather than 
blocking them out, and please do so from a Gospel-based perspective. Speak 
out, vote, participate in ministry and in democracy. Like the church, it works best 
when everyone is involved. God Bless you all. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Ian 
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Children 

Sunday school lessons are currently being taught online by volunteers. We could use YOU! 

You will be able to pick up from the office the complete lesson and compliment it with 

music, a craft, a role play… Make it uniquely YOU!  Look for all services on Gull Lake United 

Methodist Church Facebook main page. See more details below. 
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Four bodies to PET vehicles painted by our youth this summer. Who 

wouldn’t want to own one of these beautifully crafted, magnificently 

painted transportation devices? 
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    This is one sad 

little 

calendar! 

        

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

9:55A 

Worship 

9:00A What's 

Happening?   

deadline  

9:30A Care 

Team              

6:30P 

Trustees           

7:30A Bfast 

Liz's         

9:30A Missions             

11:00A 

Finance            
6:30P Scouts 

        

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 

10:00A 

OUTDOOR 

Worship   

Communion 

Mission 

Offering 

Community 

Homeworks    

9:00A What's 

Happening?   

deadline     

9:30A Care 

Team           

2:00P  Alzheim 

Support         

6:45P W@W         

@Church 

7:30A Bfast 

Liz's                

6:30P Scouts 

  3:00P 

Deadline 

Trailblazer                      

    

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 

9:55A 

Worship                  

9:00A What's 

Happening?    

deadline      
9:30A Care 

Team 

7:30A Bfast 

Liz's          

6:30P Scouts 

        

 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

9:55A 

Worship 

9:00A What's 

Happening?    

Deadline          
9:30A Care 

Team 

7:30A Bfast 

Liz's                 

6:30P Scouts 

       Happy 

Halloween 
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Please join us for outdoor worship on 
October 11th at 10:00 am. We will share 
Holy Communion and take in-person 
Mission offerings, so remember to bring 
your gifts and communion elements. You 
may meet Eliza Grace from your car. You 
may bring diapers for Cradle Kalamazoo in 
her honor or gifts and cards for her. 

Halloween 

… comes from the ancient Celtic festival 

of Samhain where people built bonfires 

and wore costumes to scare ghosts away. 

Later, All Saints Day was on November 

1st, so All Hallows Eve was on October 

31st. Eventually, people began celebrating 

Halloween by dressing in costume, 

playing tricks, going trick-or treating and 

carving pumpkins, just as we do today. 

 

OCTOBER 

Birthstone - Opal 

Flower - Marigold 

 

https://bugwomanlondon.com/2016/01/06/wednesday-weed-pot-marigold/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 

Nurse Notes:  

It is hard to believe that October is here already. As we go through a seasonal 
change it seems as though we have been through so many changes already this 
year.  
 Luci Swindoll in the Women of Faith Devotional called, Irrepressible HOPE, 
wrote that there are times when we feel everything is coming apart and this 
can lead us to a time when our spirits are down and we lose our joy and peace. 
It is during these very times that our hope in God is priceless. “It protects our 
souls, lifts us up, and gives us a new way to look at the situation.” There is no 
way to keep things from falling apart. However, if 
we seek God’s peace he becomes our safe place. 

He calms us and gives us the courage to keep going. He is always beside us. This knowledge 
and the fact that he will never leave us, provides us with the greatest HOPE of all. This is the 
church’s message to the hurting world. 
 October is a busy month for health observances. I have listed just a few with links for you to 
check out. 
           Bullying Prevention Month (National)  https://www.pacer.org/bullying/nbpm 
                                  https://www.stopbullying.gov/resources/get-help-now 
           Downs Syndrome Awareness Month (National) 
                                          https://www.ndss.org/about-down-syndrome/down-syndrome/ 
           National Depression Screening Day  Oct 8  
                                          https://www.mhanational.org/national-depression-screening-day 
          Flu information  https://www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm 
October is the time to get your flu shots. We will not be having a clinic here at the church this year. You may find the flu 
shots at the pharmacies and your doctor’s office. If you have concerns please talk with your family doctor. 
 

Blessings, 
Connie Wise, RN, FCN 
 

 

Welcoming baby Eliza Boley 

 

On Oct 11th, as you are driving in for our outdoor worship, you can 

celebrate in two ways the birth of Eliza, daughter of Pastor Ian & Jessica, 

and little sister of Amy.  

1) You can drop off a gift or card at the church’s Baby Shower spot 

by the front door for Eliza. 

2) You may also drop off diapers (infant sizes 3, 4, 5, 6) to be given 

to Cradle Kalamazoo in Eliza’s honor. This organization works to 

decrease infant mortality and provides resources for those affected by 

racial disparities. Watch for more information.  
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https://www.pacer.org/bullying/nbpm
https://www.stopbullying.gov/resources/get-help-now
https://www.ndss.org/about-down-syndrome/down-syndrome/
https://www.mhanational.org/national-depression-screening-day
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Looking AHEAD 

 

 
 

 

In November, we will once again set up the Christmas tree for Open Doors 

gifts.  Please watch for more details as the month draws closer. 
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A HUGE THANK YOU to our Mission Team which has been very active during this time 

when many of the rest of us have been taking a break. These members include: Joe and 

Lynn Alberding, Kris Dietz, Jim and Eileen Dolbee, Jan Hartough, Jack and Carolyn Harvey, 

Daphne Kreuzer, Diane Stuckey, Matt Thornton, Carol Vogeler, and BJo Waltz. 

They have been the face of GLUMC during this pandemic. Please remember to thank them! 

 

There is  NO Soup Supper during 

October. We hope to see you in 

November! 

OCTOBER MISSION OFFERING – COMMUNITY HOMEWORKS 

A non-profit for helping low-income homeowners with significant home repairs such as 

new furnaces, water heaters, plumbing and electrical repairs. See the next page for 

further details and how to help. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Your Mission Team at Work 

The Mission Team hopes to make and deliver hot Chicken Noodle Soup and bread to the 
residents at the Mobile Home Park on Wednesday, September 23. Since we have no in-
house attendance for this Soup Supper, we will not receive any donations toward this effort. If 
you would like to support this mission, our team would greatly appreciate your financial 
help.  Please memo Missions.   
 
 

In October, our Mission Team will be delivering soup to the Richland Mobile Home Park.  We         
have decided not to host the annual Trunk or Treat this year for the Park,  

but rather to deliver a bag of goodies to each unit that has children. If you would like to 
contribute some funds for this purchase, please memo missions on your check.   

 
 

If you read the two paragraphs above, you will see that                Missions is in the midst of 
two Missions activities requiring funds. If you would                      like to donate to either the 
Chicken Noodle Soup Supper or to Trunk or Treat                        you may write a check to 
GLUMC and note in the MEMO section that the money                is for Missions. 
Thank you 
 

OCTOBER MISSION OFFERING – COMMUNITY HOMEWORKS 
   “It’s January and you’re a single, senior citizen woman living on one, very fixed income 
when the old furnace finally gives out. What do you do? 
   Community Homeworks is a Kalamazoo non-profit founded 11 years ago to provide very 
low-cost critical home repairs to low income homeowners. Most of their work focuses on 
furnaces, water heaters, plumbing and electrical repairs by licensed contractors. They help 
keep people in their homes and offer educational workshops to help homeowners maintain 
and make repairs on their own. 
   To be eligible, you must be an income qualified Kalamazoo county homeowner and repair 
expenses must be less than $10,000. Recipients need to pay 10% of the cost. 
   Repairs are prioritized based on the threat to health and safety. There are currently 80 
people on a waiting list due to limited staff and funding. 
   Community Homeworks receives funding from the United Way, foundation grants and 
individual donors like us. Their mission is “Empowering our low-income neighbors to maintain 
safe, sustainable, and dignified homes. 
   At our outdoor service on October 11th you will have an opportunity to donate to this 
worthwhile local cause. As winter approaches, please consider your community neighbors 
who may need to choose between heat and groceries. 
 
 
 



 

 
Finance has been approved to pursue “Text Giving” though our current electronic giving 

provider (EGP). VANCO, our EGP, has a process by which individuals can make their 

donation via an 800 phone number. After setting up your personal account with information, 

including a secure bank account number or a debit card, you will be provided with an 800 

number. Additional details and training information will be provided in the near future. This 

process should provide those comfortable with electronic giving a simple way to give, 

especially while we are unable to attend Sunday worship in person. 

Your Finance Team at Work 

It's time to think about the 2021 Giving Envelope order.  Please e-mail me if you would like to receive 

a box of envelopes for 2021.  The envelopes will be dated, have your name and giving number on 

them.  My e-mail address is: ediefinancialglumc@gmail.com.  We can avoid the end of the year rush if 

we place our order by October with our supplier.  As always, thank you very much for your financial 

support of GLUMC.   

Edie Lane, Financial Secretary 

 

 

Karen Morse, Lorence Wenke, Pastor Len and Pastor Ian, all attended by Zoom. Everything worked 

smoothly and were very well done. People were able to ask all the questions they had. Because of 

Covid, the International General Conference that should have taken place in the spring has been 

delayed until 2021. As a result, many of the motions that had been submitted were no longer relevant. 

Many other motions were withdrawn by presenters at the request of the Conference, as they had to do 

with responding to expected decisions which have not been made by the General Conference. 

So, the General Conference was just a business meeting, with reports on the status of the Conference 

being presented and accepted. Not surprisingly, the membership of the United Methodist Church in 

Michigan continues to decline. The conference voted to accept the closure of four churches this year –

prayers were offered for their witness over the years. Three churches chose to leave the denomination, 

and it was the bishop’s decision to honor their decision, even though the General Conference has not 

yet met. The voting was done by mail-in ballot. They are being tabulated and any results are to be 

released by Labor Day. We expect all reports and actions voted upon to be approved. 

Cuts are being made in conference expenditures, Sadly, our camping programs continue to struggle 

and the decision has been made to focus on three camps (plus Lake Louise which is independent). 

Wesley Woods is one of the remaining camps and we are encouraged to utilize the retreat facility when 

appropriate, as only through expanding the ministry of the camps can they continue.  

Pastor Ian’s father, Rev. John Boley, who is assistant to the Bishop has now officially retired. 

Thankfully, he has agreed to continue on a part-time basis after his retirement in the same capacity. 

Submitted by Karen Morse 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE UPDATE 

mailto:ediefinancialglumc@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

2
nd

 Troy & Jamie Wilson 

11
th

 Carl & Gloria Osterling 

18
th

 Joe & Lynn Alberding 

19
th

 Matt & Julie Foster 

29
th

 Leola Walker & Brock Inglehart 

1
st

 Jim Dolbee 

1
st

 Ashley Kuhse 

1
st

 Pat Harrison 

2
nd

 Carl Bryant 

5
th

 Gwen Pook 

5
th

 Tim Stamm 

8
th

 Marilyn Hartley-Kik 

9
th

 Ben Williams 

10
th

 Larry Lager 

10
th

 Ross Redmond 

12
th

 Anita Ousley 

14
th

 John Bowden 

17
th

 Jean George 

19
th

 Susan Peterson 

19
th

 Sandy Wooldridge 

20
th

 Dolores Malpass 

21
st

 John Kuch 

21st Jackie Redmond 

23
rd

 Harriette Griffith 

26
th

 Todd Jenner 

 

LOST ‘N’ FOUND 

 Items will be collected for three months 

and at the end of the quarter be given to 

charity. Look for lost items until the end 

of December. 

Lost: Nothing at this time 
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If you no longer would like to receive the 

Trailblazer or have a change of email, 

please notify Kelly in the office, 629-5137. 

Please let me know if your birthday or 

anniversary is missing or incorrect. We 

want to help you celebrate your happy 

events and don’t want to get it wrong!  
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Don’t forget your mug each week 

and for special events also! 

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP  
@ GLUMC 

The 2nd Monday of each month at 2:00 pm. 

Caregivers/family members of persons with 

Alzheimers could benefit from this small group. 

If you would like more information: contact  

Barbara Beardlsley, 269-731-5696. 

4
th

 Julia Baker 

4
th

 Don Schultz 

5
th

 Jake Kreuzer 

7
th

 Carol Coggan 

7
th

 Mary Kennedy 

9
th

 Lorence Wenke 

10
th

 Richard Chamberlin 

12
th

 Jeff Iler 

15
th

 Rachelle Jenner 

16
th

 Kelly McLeod 

17
th

 Beth Antias 

17
th

 Jayne Flynn 

19
th

 Nancy Harvey 

25
th

 Gloria Osterling 

25
th

 Carl Osterling 

25
th

 MaryLou Woolf’ 

27
th

 Claire Flynn 

27
th

 Tessa Hesling 

27
th

 Brielle Jenner 

28
th

 Jack Harvey 

28
th

 Kara Hoorn 

29
th

 Peyton Simpson 

31
st

 Steve Kuhse 



 

 

Creating for the Son

eets the second Tuesday of each 

month at 1:00P in the Education hall. 

Our next meeting will be announced when we 

are back to person to person meetings. All 

women with a creative bent are welcome to join.  

 

 

eets the second Thursday of the month from 

9:30-11:30 a.m. at GLUMC. However, we will not 

be meeting until it is safe and we are again 

meeting face to face for Sunday worship. 

 
omen at the Well normally meets on the second 

Monday of the month at 6:45 pm in the homes of 

members. We are finally continuing Lies We 

Believe About God and will meet at the church on 

Oct. 12th. Read chapters 17-21. We will be 

meeting inside the church rather than in homes 

since we can more effectively “social distance” here.  

 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor: 

Articles for inclusion in the monthly 

Trailblazer are due the third Thursday 

of each month by 3:00 p.m. 

Your article may be edited for 

punctuation, spelling and occasionally, 

grammar or syntax, or just to make it 

more easily understood. 

Make sure to include: Who, What, 

Where, When, Cost, Contact person and 

phone number. 

Please submit to:  

trailblazerglumc@gmail.com 

Email changes go to the Office 

Manager. 

Office Manager: 

Kelly McLeod 

Monday-Friday, 9A-1:00P 

gulllakeumc@gmail.com 

629-5137 or 269.303.1324 

Financial Manager 

Edith Lane 

Monday –Wednesday, 8A-1:00P 

ediefinancialglumc@gmail.com 

629-5137 or 269.569.6334 

 

Pastor 

Ian Boley 

Tuesday-Friday, 9A-2:00P 

ianboley@gmail.com 

629-5137 or 989.400.1268 

 

Trailblazer 

Leslie Schultz 

 3rd Thursday each month, 3:00P 

trailblazerglumc@gmail.com 

629-4048 

 

 

 

Tuesday morning breakfast, 

7:30 @ Liz’s Café in Richland.  

ible Study. I’m leaving this in here for now. 

We will have to see if Pastor Ian wants to 

continue this study and if so when. I so, it 

won’t be until at least November. Stay tuned. 

9 

mailto:trailblazerglumc@gmail.com
mailto:gulllakeumc@gmail.com
mailto:ianboley@gmail.com
mailto:trailblazerglumc@gmail.com


 

 

 

Gull Lake United Methodist Church 
8640 Gull Road, Richland, MI 49083 
(269)629-5137 www.gulllakeumc.org 

0  
 

 

Our Mission: To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 

We are energized by faith – Engaged to grow – Empowered to make a difference. 


