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January Sermons
Jan. 2, “New”
John 1:1-9
Jan. 9, “May God Be
Known”
Luke 3:15-22
Communion
Jan. 16, “A Book of
Signs”
John 2:1-11
Mission Offering
Jan. 23,
“Proclamation”
Luke 4:14-21
Jan. 30, “What if?”
Luke 4:21-30

Hello, everyone, and Happy New Year! 2022 is upon us already, and
brings with it many of the same opportunities and challenges as 2021.
We are still working our way through the global pandemic caused by
COVID-19 and its variants, and are currently anticipating a new wave of
cases related to the Omicron strain. Thank you all for continuing to Love
Your Neighbor by wearing your masks in worship, and please consider
getting your booster vaccines if you have not done so.
Despite these health challenges, we are called to make all things new
with the Christ Child again revealed in our lives. For many, January is a
time of hibernation, sabbath, and renewal. These are all good things! But
they are only good if we allow them to lead us into new possibilities.
When God’s creatures hibernate, it is to rest their bodies and spirits for
the promised renewal of Spring. When we practice sabbath-keeping and
self-care, it is to renew ourselves and restore our energy so that we can
be fully present and fully awake with God in the world. We do not do
these things in order to escape from the world! We do them to
participate in it.
Last summer, we regularly encouraged each of you to explore your
spiritual gifts and personal prayer practices. Now is a great time to put
them into action! The life of the church does not stop after Christmas.
The New Year is instead the perfect time to pause before we move
forward in our journey with Christ.
However you are spending these winter weeks, I hope you do not
experience them as the end of all that mattered to us during the
holidays, but as the beginning of a long and satisfying journey with God.
With Christ in our lives, we have nothing to fear. We only have Love,
Hope, and endless possibility. God Bless you all, and we will see you in
church!

Grace and Peace,
Ian

1

GLUMC CAROLERS

Angel’s in Waiting
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Our smallest cow!
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January Mission Offering Opportunity
We begin January by supporting Wesley Foundation Kalamazoo as our monthly mission. Wesley
Foundation is an inclusive campus ministry serving college-aged adults in Kalamazoo, including students
attending WMU, Kalamazoo College, and Kalamazoo Valley Community College, offering diverse
opportunities to meet the needs of the community. WF is back to mostly normal since the pandemic has
lessened. We have several of GLUMC youth attending college who can take advantage of the opportunities
provided by WF and we encourage them to do so. Jeremy Simpson is a new Global Mission Fellow who is
coordinating several programs for the youth along with Jess Davenport. We appreciate your support for this
vital program.

Open Doors Gifts Donated by GLUMC Members
60 gifts were wrapped and delivered to Open Doors for their
residents! Thanks to our generous GLUMC family, these
residents will have a nicer Christmas this year. Many thanks
go to all of you for taking a tag and bringing a gift. Thank
you to the Harveys for delivering them. The Mission Team

The Missions Team was delighted to
recognize Lynn Alberding in
worship service with a 'Gold Soup
Pot' for her dedicated efforts in
making the Soup Supper happen
for 12 years. Lynn spent many
hours each month planning,
shopping, cooking, recruiting and
cleaning to engage with our
community. We are sad to see
Soup Supper end but are looking
forward to another opportunity
opening up. We will continue to
reach out to those around us, just in
a different way. Many thanks Lynn,
for a job well done.
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MISSIONS continued
Tired of shopping?
We can shop for you! No
need to get out in the cold and
snow. We will purchase all the
ingredients for a pasta dinner to
deliver to the Richland Mobile
Home Park in January. All you
need to do is supply the $10 for
each bag. Want to buy half a
bag? $5. A dinner for a family
has never been so inexpensive!
Just earmark your gift to
GLUMC as Missions and you
are done. Thank you for
supporting the Missions Team in
this effort to continue to reach
out to our neighbors.

Governance Board
Hi Gull Lake!
Two years ago, I wrote my first article for the Trailblazer as the Chair of the Governance Board. At that time, I
was thanking John Bowden, the outgoing chair, for his dedication and commitment to the board and our
church. Now I am the one to soon be the outgoing chair and I am excited to be passing the torch to Drew
Bordner. I know under Drew’s leadership and guidance the Governance Board will be successful in continuing
to move our church forward.
Drew is working with Pastor Ian and the Leadership Engagement Team in filling some of the other open
positions on the board. I’m asking you to prayerfully consider helping Drew and Pastor Ian in realizing the
vision for our church by volunteering to become part of the board. These past two years have been a
challenge but I feel a new energy building and hope you do as well. We have much to be thankful for.
I will be transitioning over to Lay Leader, the position formerly held by Todd Jenner. We have been blessed by
Todd’s love and enthusiasm for the Lord for many years. I have some big shoes to fill but I look forward to
having conversations with you about what inspires your faith and dedication to Gull Lake United Methodist
Church.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all!
God’s blessings! Peggy Iler
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CALLING ALL CAMPERS!!
Save the date!
Wesley Woods Winter Blast is just around
the corner.
High School February 4-5
Middle School and Elementary February 18-19
Have a blast sledding, playing games on the ice, worship,
and chilling out. Food, fun, friends and an OVERNIGHT!
Invite your friends. Show everyone why "It's All Good in the
Woods!" Hear stories of Difference Makers from the Bible
and how we can be Difference Makers, too.
Register online at umcamping.org/winterblast or with the
printed form. OR see me and I'll help you register.
Cost is $65. GLUMC can help with $30/camper, and as always
scholarships are ALWAYS available. Need a ride? We can make that
happen also!
Contact me ASAP with your interest.
Mona Bowden, 721-4500, jbowden212@aol.com
Camping Coordinator
P.S. Summer 2022 Camp Schedules are
available.....registration is open....check out
umcamping.org
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Thank you for continuing to support GLUMC.
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Books for Spiritual Growth
Our Winter Reading List is here! This list will change from season to season depending on each month’s worship theme.
Some of these books will affirm our values; some will challenge them. All are offered for those who wish to learn and grow
more in their spiritual journey with God and Christ. Happy Reading!

●

Sabbath as Resistance: Saying NO to the Culture of Now
○ https://www.amazon.com/s?k=sabbath+as+resistance+by+walter+brueggemann&crid=22Z9YG
32VZVPU&sprefix=sabbath+as+resistance%2Caps%2C217&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_1_21
○ Walter Brueggemann writes that the Sabbath is not simply about keeping rules but rather about
becoming a whole person and restoring a whole society. Brueggemann shows readers how keeping the
Sabbath allows us to break the restless cycle and focus on what is truly important: God, other people, all
life. Sabbath as Resistance offers a transformative vision of the wholeness God intends, giving worldweary Christians a glimpse of a more fulfilling and simpler life through Sabbath observance.

●

The Black Church: This Is Our Story, This Is Our Song
○ https://www.amazon.com/Black-Church-This-Story-Song/dp/1984880330
○

●

A Black Theology of Liberation
○ https://www.amazon.com/Black-Theology-Liberation-JamesCone/dp/1626983852/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
○

●

Henry Louis Gates shows with his enthralling history that the Black church has never been only one
thing. Its story lies at the heart of the Black political struggle, and it has produced many of the Black
community’s most notable leaders. As a source of faith and refuge, spiritual sustenance and struggle
against society’s darkest forces, the Black Church has always been central.

James H. Cone radically reappraises Christianity from the perspective of the oppressed black community
in North America. Fifty years later, his work retains its original power. The anniversary edition of this
revolutionary work based on the African-American experience of oppression and the quest for liberation
includes critical reflections by six leading theologians and Cone’s response to these commentaries.

Non-Violent Resistance
○ https://www.amazon.com/Non-Violent-Resistance-Satyagraha-M-Gandhi/dp/0486416062
○

Mohandas Gandhi gained the deep respect and admiration of people worldwide with both his
unwavering struggle for truth and justice and his philosophy of non-violent resistance — a philosophy that
led India to independence and that was later taken up by the American civil rights movement. Invaluable
to ethicists, political philosophers, students, and participants in the ongoing struggle for human rights, this
inspiring book is as relevant today as it was when first published half a century ago.
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2nd Lynn Alberding
6th Sandy Lager
7th Matt Foster
10th Apolo Antias
15th Isabella Vitantonio
16th Peg Iler
17th Larry Williams
22nd Dennis Hoorn
24th John Thornton
25th Doris Schuring
27th Cathy Henniges
28th Jessica Boley
30th Jesse Pero

5th
7th
28th
31st

Larry & Tamila Williams
Rob & Barb Baker
Dave & Marilynn Balcom
Dick & Marilyn Kik

LOST ‘N’ FOUND

If you no longer would like to receive the
Trailblazer or have a change of email,
please notify Kelly in the office, 629-5137.

Items will be collected for three months
and at the end of the quarter be given to
charity. Look for lost items until the end
of March.
Lost:

Please let me know if your birthday or
anniversary is missing or incorrect. We
want to help you celebrate your happy
events and don’t want to get it wrong!

Nothing at this time.

Found: Cane
Silver earring, hoop
Earring, feather-look
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This ‘n’ That
From the Editor:
Articles for inclusion in the monthly
Trailblazer are due the third Thursday
of each month by 3:00 p.m.
Your article may be edited for
punctuation, spelling and
occasionally, grammar or syntax,
space, or just to make it more easily
understood.
Make sure to include: Who, What,
Where, When, Cost, Contact person and
phone number.
Please submit to:
trailblazerglumc@gmail.com
Email changes go to the Office
Manager at address below.

Sonshine Circle
eets the second Thursday of the month
from 9:30-11:30 a.m. at GLUMC. However,
we will not be meeting until everyone
feels safe again.
Women at the Well
omen at the Well normally meets on the second
Monday of the month at 6:45 pm in the homes of
members. However, in December we be taking
part in our annual dinner at the church on January
10th at 6:45 pm.

Office Manager:
Kelly McLeod
Monday-Friday, 9A-1:00P
gulllakeumc@gmail.com

629-5137 or 269.303.1324

Financial Manager

Bible Study
astor Ian is hosting a Bible Study on
Wednesdays in Hamill Hall at 1:00 pm. We
will delve into a.

Edith Lane
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9A-1:00P
ediefinancialglumc@gmail.com
629-5137 or 269.569.6334

Pastor
Ian Boley
Tuesday-Friday, 9A-2:00P
ianboley@gmail.com
629-5137 or 989.400.1268

Breakfast at Liz’s on Tuesday’s at 7:30 AM.
Everyone is welcome to join us.

Trailblazer
Leslie Schultz
3rd Thursday each month, 3:00P
trailblazerglumc@gmail.com
629-4048
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Our Mission: To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
We are energized by faith – Engaged to grow – Empowered to make a difference.

